Hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis with neurological manifestations in an infant with scrub typhus: a rare fatal occurrence.
Hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis (HLH) is a syndrome of unchecked activation of the immune system leading to phagocytosis of blood cells and proliferation of histiocytes in solid organs. HLH can be primary or secondary to infective, autoimmune and malignant conditions. Scrub typhus is an infective illness caused by Orientia tsutsugamushi, transmitted by mite. The illness ranges from mild fever with rash to severe multisystem illness. Scrub typhus has rarely been associated with secondary HLH. We report an infant with scrub typhus who progressed to develop HLH with central nervous system involvement with fatal outcome.